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ation, shen being used as the equivalent of the Sanskrit
word for body, Sarira, which is also used in the sense of
a "bodily relic". Then we have this difficulty, that not
only was no one of the great disciples here named buried
at Mathura, but also there is no authority for stating that
the relics of any one of them were conveyed to this district.
Moreover, as the Fang-chih points out, Rahula was suppos-
ed not to have tasted death. This treatise, accordingly
suggests that the word for lody (shen) should not be taken
here in its ordinary sense, but should be unterstood as
meaning a visible symbol, such as an. image or other likeness.
The reader will observe that our pilgrim represents the
worshippers as paying reverence, not to the topes, but to
images or pictures apparently set up for the occasion.
Fa-hsien in his general survey of "Mid-India" including
the Mathura district, tells us that at the Buddhist viharas
there were topes to Sariputra, Madgalyayana (Yuan-chuang's
Mudgalaputra), Ananda, and to the Sutras, the Vinaya,
and the Abhidharma. To some of these topes services
were offered, but he describes the Srama^eras as making
offerings to Eahula not to his tope, and he describes the
Mahayanists as offering worship to "Prajnaparamita,
Manjusri, and Kuan-shi-yin".1

Then our pilgrim is perhaps wrong in representing t&e
Abhidharmists as worshipping $ariputra, the IWiatHitets
as worshipping Mudgalaputra, and the Sutra Brethren as
worshipping Purna-Maitriyaniputra. Sariputra was dis-
tinguished among the disciples for his great spiritual wis-
dom or prajna, but he had nothing to do with the Abhi-
dharma, which did not come into existence until after his
death. So MahamaudgalySyana was great in magic, in
his superhuman powers, but not in ss&nadhi. Maitriyani-
putra is sometimes praised as a good expounder of the Master's
teaching but he is not specially associated with the ^utras.

Julien takes Manjusri to be one of the holy disciples
of the Buddha, and the author of Fang-chih; and others

1 Fo-kuo-cM.